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	The Pastor’s Pen
	
	In recent months, we have known the rich blessing of welcoming a number of new members into the congregation, including retirees, a college student, and families with children. While these new members found their way to Hunter through different paths, they all have mentioned the warm and sincere greetings and interest from current members as a primary reason they joined! In other words, it was the people of Hunter that kept these folks coming long enough to learn that the mission and ministries of the congregation were a good match for their own interests and gifts. 
	This would make sense to Rodger Nishioka, associate professor of Christian education at Columbia Theological Seminary. He recently spoke to the National Elders Conference — part of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.)’s inaugural Big Tent event — about “Trends for Ministry in the 21st Century.” Nishioka urged Presbyterians to extend warmth to those gathering for worship as the surest way to make sure visitors return for more.“Warmth is so important,” he said, “that it trumps good preaching,” citing a recent study about what draws visitors to churches. While Presbyterians are always going to value strong preaching, it does seem clear that great sermons and inspiring music may not lead people to continue to come to church unless personal connections are made and nurtured. 
	Those connections have been the topic of discussion in recent Session meetings, and in committee meetings such as Evangelism and Spiritual Care. There are a number of efforts underway to enhance and extend the work already being done here at Hunter, to maintain close ties with long term members, brand new members, and everyone in between! We are creating “circles of caring” to make sure we notice when people do not attend worship as often as they usually do. The Shepherding Ministry continues to provide ongoing spiritual care for those who request this support. The Evangelism committee is working to identify partners in ministry for people who have recently joined the church, to be sure they become as involved in the life of the church as they desire. Session will be exploring additional ways for the congregation to participate in visitation, as a supplement to the pastor’s ministry of visiting and providing pastoral care.
	If the “warmth” of current church members is as important as recent studies of church attendance suggest, we have a great foundation upon which to build and foster relationships with visitors who walk into our sanctuary on Sunday mornings and with all who call Hunter Presbyterian their church home. May God continue to bless this work and inspire each one of us to find ways to welcome and encourage one another to join in the ministries of this congregation.

~Kathy

Summer Schedule Changes for Sundays

Between July 5 and August 9 we will move to a summer schedule, with only one worship service, held at 10:00 a.m. There will be no Sunday school classes during this time, to give our dedicated teachers and leaders a much deserved sabbatical! 

	



 Nursery volunteers for July are:

July  5			        Tami Daniel
July 12		        Joyce Abbott
July 19		          Carol Hulse
July 26		     Teri Ackerman

Worship and Wonder Greeters are:   
July 5	         MelindaAshworth-French	
July 12         Trisha Bernard
July 19         Kriis Zeps
 July26         Emese Gal

	
	Hope Center
The middle and high school youth will be serving breakfast at the Hope Center on Sunday, July12th. Meet at the Hope Center at 7:45 a.m. or in the Hunter parking lot at 7:30 a.m. Please let James Bush or Kelly Telech-Bush  know if you'll be coming to the church so they can wait for you.

  
Needed: Hunter Representative for 
Westminster Village
Westminster Village is off Versailles Road here in Lexington and is completely supported and run by Presbyterians. Over 100 families live at Westminster Village as they work to get back on their feet. Rent is charged on a sliding scale based on income. Each Lexington Presbyterian church has a representative who goes to a monthly board meeting that occurs on a Wednesday during lunch. This representative keeps the Hunter Outreach committee informed on what the Westminster Village families’ current needs are. The representative would also be in charge of taking donations that are placed in the bin by the kitchen to Westminster Village on a regular basis. Hunter has been and remains a strong supporter of this wonderful place. If you are  interested, please see either Suzi Kifer or Ann Freytag.




B.U.I.L.D. Update

B.U.I.L.D. (Building a United Interfaith Lexington thru Direct- Action) is the only organized group in Lexington that brings over 1000 people from various religious, racial, and social classes together into one annual assembly to do large scale justice within Fayette County. B.U.I.L.D.’s power comes from the large number of diverse people who attend the Nehemiah Action Assembly held in March to help persuade elected officials like the Mayor and the School Superintendent that it will be in this community’s best interest to support B.U.I.L.D.’s justice issues. For example, B.U.I.L.D. researched the school system and discovered a huge disparity in the middle school suspension rates between schools. B.U.I.L.D. asked the School Superintendent, Stu Silberman, to find a way to lower the extra high suspension rates in the five middle schools. Mr. Silberman already knew of programs in the other middle schools that worked to lower the suspension rates. He agreed this program was needed for these 5 middle schools as well. The middle school programs designed to lower the suspension rates should already have been implemented in all the middle schools, but by pointing out this injustice, B.U.I.L.D was able to speed up this process.
B.U.I.L.D. is a non-profit organization that relies on several sources of funding to continue to work for justice for all the citizens in Fayette County. The 2009 Support Drive is currently underway. If you would like to invest in doing justice work, please consider placing a check made out to “Hunter Presbyterian Church” in the offering plate with “B.U.I.L.D.” in the bottom description line. If you have any questions please contact Ann Freytag (afreytag@uky.edu).









Hunter Hunger Offering to Resume
When I pass up a meal, it’s because I’ve had too much to eat. In the United States alone, nearly ten million people, including three million children, frequently skip meals or eat too little, sometimes going without food for a whole day because they can’t afford to buy food. World-wide, over 16, 000 children die each day from malnutrition and hunger related causes. 
Hunter has returned to having a monthly offering to combat hunger.    In the past, Hunter members of all ages were encouraged to collect 2 cents a meal to bring to church and put in the special monthly offering.   Given how the price of food has increased at the same time the number experiencing need for food supplements has grown, perhaps a nickel a meal would be more appropriate.
The Hunger offering will be divided between the national PCUSA Hunger Program  and the Presbytery of Transylvania Hunger  program. Our Presbytery uses its funds to award Hunger Grants to Presbyterian churches in the Presbytery who are running food banks, shelters or hot meal programs, frequently in conjunction with other community organizations.  All of the participating churches indicate that the number of clients served is increasing.  Hunter will be taking the offering to combat hunger on the third Sunday of each month.  
Hunter comes through again!
The flooding in Eastern Kentucky created great hardship. Many homes and schools were destroyed or seriously damaged.  Hunter reached out to Breathitt County by donating many household goods through the Presbytery.
NEWS TO USE
Ghost Ranch
Ghost Ranch is a Presbyterian conference center in a spectacular setting near Santa Fe,  New Mexico. There is also a center in Santa Fe.  Programs are offered most of the year, but from May through October there are many courses offered every week in art, history of the Southwest, archeology,  writing, hiking, music, and religious studies.   Ghost Ranch has a swimming pool and many options for informal recreation and hiking. Child care and youth programs are offered some weeks. Ghost Ranch can be visited as a hotel on a space available basis for travelers to the Southwest.  A full catalog is available on the counter in the Hunter Library.  To learn more, visit www.ghostranch.org<http://www.ghostranch.org/
 
“Let your Light Shine” Conference
Mark Saturday, August 22, on your calendar for the Presbytery of Transylvania conference. This year it will be easy to attend as  it will be  held at Maxwell Street Presbyterian Church. A variety of  workshops are scheduled, including: Finding Renewal: How to care for Yourself While Caring for Others; Presbyterian 101: Who We Are and What We Believe; Fall Gardening; Economic Crisis and My Community; Hope Begins With You: QPR Gatekeeper Training; 501 (c)(3) and You: Grant Monies and Ministry; Presbyterian 102: Polity-What We Are Resolved to Do.; Low Input Small Fruit for the Home Landscape; Money Talk$.
For more about the conference go to www.transypby.org<http://www.transypby.org or look at the materials on the church bulletin board outside the kitchen.
____________________________________________
Blessings in a Back Pack
Thanks to all our volunteers in the “Blessing in a Backpack” program. The Guidance Committee wishes to express their appreciation and thanks for all the volunteers who drove their cars, transported food to the church from Meijer Grocery, and filled 20  backpacks each week, took them to Glendover School and returned empty packs and bins to the church. Forty-one people worked in the program and we name them here. If your name is left out, please forgive our error and let us know so we can thank you properly. 
Committee Members: Cindy Mitchell, Mark Pasquariello,  Phyllis Hanna, Carol Henley, Betty Wright, Doris Palmer, Kathy Riley, Midge Rishel,  Ed Clark
Volunteers: Frankie Daniel, Jackie Garrido, Bob, Patrick and Amina Greer, Charlie and Phyllis Hanna, Carol Henley, Carolyn Holmes, Paula, Mike and Aaron Hudson, Carol Hulse, Cindy Isaacs, Suzie Kifer, Sally Kirkpatrick, Fatima Kochanowski, Cindy Mitchell, Loretta Moffett, Mark Pasquariello, Genevieve Patterson, the Deborah Circle, Cara Richards, Jeanne O’ Campo, Mary Jane Roser, Jane Shiffler, Joy Swofford, Pauline Tabb, Beryl Wallace, Rue Wallace, Jak Clark, Doris Palmer, Anne Withington, Midge Rishel, Deb Nelson, Grace Shear, Clint Smith , Betty Wright, Kris Zeps, Kathy Riley, Ed Clark, Krista Mason.        
We will resume the Backpack program when school starts in the Fall.
_______________________________________





	Christian Education Continued

	Burnamwood Camp Information
Several of Hunter's children and youth are planning to attend Burnamwood this summer. Check out the bulletin board in the Fellowship Hall to find out which camp each child will be attending and remember him or her in your prayers during that week. The registration deadline is two weeks before the camp so there is still time to register for several of the camps.

Hunter loves Burnamwood and we want to support ALL of our campers.  This year we will use money from Hunter's Burnamwood fund to pay 30% of the tuition fees for ALL Hunter students attending summer camp, not including t-shirts and e-camp services. Simply turn in your registration form or proof of online registration to the church for reimbursement. Contact Tami Daniel with questions or concerns (296-9521, tjdaniel2@gmail.com)

	

	
Burnamwood Summer 2009 Dates and Rates:

	

. 	

	Summer Program

	
Dates

	Rate 


	Family Retreat
	June 6-7
	$40/per person

	Senior High Spiritual Leadership Camp
	June 8-13
	$240

	5th and 6th Grade Conference
	June 8-13
	$240

	7th and 8th Grade Conference
	June 15-20
	$240

	Senior High Wet and Wild Camp
	June 15-20
	$400

	Senior High Summer Conference
	June 22-27
	$240

	3rd/4th/5th/6th Grade MADD Camps
	July 6-10
	$240

	7th and 8th Grade Night Owl Camp
	July 13-18
	$240

	3rd and 4th Grade Conference
	July 20-24
	$240

	5th and 6th Grade Pioneer Camp
	July 20-25
	$240

	1st and 2nd Grade Conference
	July 26-28
	$120



	

	

	OTHER HUNTER NEWS




	
Stitch N Listen
Thursday, July 16, 10 a.m.
	Undercroft

The Lunch Bunch
Tuesday  July 21st,11:30 a.m. at the Chop House
Restaurant, 2640 Richmond Rd.  To car pool, meet at the church parking lot at 11:00 a.m. If you need to be picked up, call Betty Scott. For a reservation Call Betty Scott at 272-2800 or Polly Martin 266-1734
	

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED!!
Volunteers are needed for the Coffee Hour in August. It's really not difficult to do--make the coffee and lemonade and furnish cookies and a savory treat. If you can't take a full month a few weeks will be helpful. Hurry and sign up so you can get the time you want before it's taken. Contact Midge Rishel, 269-5240 or sign up sheet on the bulletin board.              ~Thanks!

________________________________________

New Books in the Library

There is always something new and interesting to read in the Hunter Library.  The latest additions are Speaking of Faith by Krista Tippett, Having a Mary Heart in a Martha World  by Joanna Weaver, The Shaping of a Life by Phyllis Tickle, New Seeds of Contemplation by Thomas Merton and The People's History of Christianity  by Diana Butler Bass.  Check them out!

Looking at Colleges? There is a good directory to Presbyterian Colleges on the counter in the Hunter Library. If you borrow it,  just leave a note in the check out box.


	
	

The Worship & Music Committee is in need of additional members. Worship is the centerpiece of our life as Presbyterians, and fresh ideas are always welcome. Please consider joining, and contact Alan Lytle or Cindy Isaacs, co-chairs, to learn more about what we do. No prior experience necessary!

Spiritual Care Notes
Communion at Home: Occasionally members may be convalescing at home or have other reasons that they are unable to attend services as usual. During these times, communion can be provided for you in your home. Please contact the church office to make these arrangements. 

Shepherding Program: Hunter’s Shepherding Ministry connects individuals who wish to provide spiritual care with those in particular need.  The ministry aims to create relationships that provide ongoing support for congregation members through life’s journey. If you would like to have a shepherd, please contact Julianne Greer (859-608-8212, 859-271-9078) or the church office.


WE NEED YOU!!! – MARK YOUR CALENDARS for August 2, 2009 
After church on Sunday, August 2nd we are looking for an army of volunteers to put a shine on the Sunday School rooms on the 3rd floor!!!  A comprehensive list of “chores” has been made out and everyone can find one to suit their talents – scraping, painting, window washing, dusting, fixing bulletin boards, shelving books, organizing and inventorying supplies to name a few…you name it we have a job for YOU!!!  Please contact Donna Goodrich if you can help!  We will share a quick lunch after church then “hit it” to make the 3rd floor shine for Sunday School Kick-off on Aug. 16th!!  Come join the fun!!!








	CHURCH OFFICE HOURS
	Monday - Friday, 9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m
	(859) 277-5126; Fax: (859) 277-8486
	 www.hunterpresbyterian.org


	REMINDER...
As a security measure, the church will be locked at noon on Fridays but the office will still be open. Any church member without a key wishing to enter the building on Friday will need to make arrangements by contacting the church office. Thank you for your cooperation. Office hours for the Church secretary are Monday through Friday, 9 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.

Hunter’s Horn articles will be due on Monday, July 20 ~Thank you!!

Check Request Forms for reimbursements are available in the office.  All receipts must be attached to the form, along with the account to be charged! When processed, your check will be mailed to your home address or you may arrange to pick it up during office hours.


Thanks be to God for all of you...
Thank you with all our hearts to everyone here at Hunter who helped make Carter’s birth and baptism such special occasions.  We are so grateful for the outpouring of food, flowers, and gifts we received from so many of you.  We feel incredibly blessed to be members of a church filled with such warmhearted, caring friends.  Our son will be growing up amid the most wonderful congregation and belong to a truly special group of youth here at Hunter. Thank you all again for your generosity-words are not enough to express our gratitude.

Yours in Christ,
Scott, Stephanie, and Carter Wallace
















COMMITTEE MEETINGS

Outreach and Mission
Thursday July 2, 7:00 p.m.(Library)
Shepherding
Monday July 6, 1;00 pm
Stewardship
Sunday July 12, 11:00 a.m. (Office)
Session meets on Monday July 13 at 6:30 p.m. (FH)
Property
Thursday July 23, 6:00 p.m. (Room 23)
Evangelism
Wednesday, July 22, 5:00 p.m. (Library)

July Birthdays     
Clint Smith
Pauline Tabb
Janet Dasi
Amy Campbell
Emily Demarest
Mary Jane Roser
Lorretta Moffett
Aly Ackerman
James Pendergrast








Clerk’s Corner by Ruth Beattie, Clerk of Session

The most recent Stated Meeting of Session was held on Tuesday 23rd June, 2009
 
At this meeting, the Session:


· 	Received new members, Mackie and Harry Lockhart, by letter of transfer from 1st Presbyterian Church, Ashland.
· 	Reviewed the financial statement for May;
· 	Approved the purchase of a new sink unit for the kitchen;
· 	Approved the purchase of new windows for the kitchen;
· 	Approved the use of monies for the up-grading of the children’s church-school classrooms;
· 	Elected Suzi Kifer and Alan Lytle as the two Session members on the 2009 Nominating Committee;



	Stewardship May report: 			   							YTD as %
Of amount
					May                	Year-to-date		budgeted for 2009
Pledges received 			$17,330 		$88,922		38.8%
Total receipts 				$21,310 		$107,264 		37.2%
Total expenditures 			$29,566 		$120,364 		38.7% 

For questions about Stewardship, or to find out more about how you can serve Christ through time and talent here at Hunter, contact Andrew Bernard at 277-3613 or acbern00@uky.edu. 

Gift cards: Slone’s, Kroger, and Speedway are available. Please contact the church office.



	PNC (Pastor Nominating Committee) 

The PNC is involved in interviews with potential candidates. We appreciate the prayers of the congregation!
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							Wednesdays at Hunter
Our Wednesday Dinner and Program is on Summer vacation! We will resume a regular schedule beginning August 12, with our annual picnic. 
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